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Relationship Between China and the West
The relationship between China and the West has evolved since the first interaction in the mid-1800s (Schiavenza, 2013). The evolution is primarily defined by the shifting interests among the different parties. The social-economic systems of China and the West have changed over time. The change in these systems has been brought about by the interactions and the interests of the individual parties. The Taiwan question also remains to form part of the debate around the West and the People's Republic of China (PRC). Major western players include Britain, France, and the United States of America. In this paper, I will discuss the relationship between the West and China and its evolution since the mid-1800s.
The first wave of American missionaries in Guangzhou arrived in China in 1830. The missionaries with extensive knowledge of the Chinese culture and history began the first modern medical clinic in Guangzhou. According to Chinese history, the period between 1839 and1949 is regarded as the 'Chinese Century of Humiliation. The Chinese government and people suffered a number of losses to other countries during this period. China lost vast lands to foreign governments, China traditionally a strong and powerful nation founded on a superior centralized system of governance lost to even small nations like Japan and Korea during the period (Monroe, 2014).
The period of humiliation began with the Opium War in 1839. The war started with Britain and America's need to find a way to balance trade with China. For a long period, the trade between China and Britain was unbalanced. The British traders would import Chinese products like tea, silk, and porcelain in exchange for silver coins.  This resulted in Britain having to ship more coins than it was sustainable. The British side tried using trading goods to balance the trade between the two nations. However, the Chinese side rejected all the overtures from the British government. Eventually, the British realized that exporting opium was a good way to balance trade. The strategy was about making the Chinese addicted hence have to import more opium in exchange for the silver coins (Schiavenza, 2013).
In 1838, the government of China demanded that the British stop the opium export. The efforts to stop the trade of opium resulted in a conflict that becomes a war. The opium war, between China and Britain, extended for a period of three years between 1839 and1842. Considering the powerful and more developed weapons of the British, they won the war. The victory of the British during the war required China to make concessions that were unfavorable to them. The concessions included; surrendering Hong Kong, opening up to five ports for trade. The Treaty of Nanking, signed in 1842 between China and Britain, opened the Chinese market for Britain. Further, the treaty formed the basis for future negotiations between China and the West (Lau, 2011).
Other treaties were also signed around the same time with other nations. The Treaty of Wangxia was signed between the US and China to begin the first formal relationships. The Qi dynasty agreed to sign the treaty with the US allowing the US the favored nation privilege. The status meant that any other treaties between China and another nation would automatically translate to similar privileges for the US. The treaty with widespread privilege for trade between China and the West was signed in 1858, Treaties of Tianjin. The trade based on the agreements above was skewed to benefit the West. The biased trade based on western principles meant that China would lag behind and hence formed the beginning of the century of humiliation when China lost its territory, its environment, and control of its borders (Monroe, 2014).
The Qing Dynasty that ruled China faced serious legitimacy questions. The dynasty had been supported by the West to continue ruling China for the benefit of the West. Due to legitimacy questions before this period, the Chinese government undertook to expand rails and roads. The resources required for the mega projects were funded through international loans.  Previously China managed its projects through the mobilization of resources within the country. The vastness of the country ensured that the resources mobilized were adequate. The weakening legitimacy resulted in the enacting of constitutional reforms to make the leadership acceptable. Despite the efforts, the legitimacy questions persisted, culminating in the Fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1911(Monroe, 2014).
After the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the Republic of China was established formally.  The establishment of the republic created a political system that required political parties. Consequently, China's National People's Party (KMT) was founded.  The leadership during the early period of a republic was highly dynamic and unstable. However, military force was used to quell rebellions within the republic. China's approach was entirely communist as heralded with current Communist China's Party (CCP). The communist approach put China at roger heads with the US and other western nations, consequently, ending diplomatic relationships between the countries and China.
During the Chinese Revolution war, the United States supported the island of Taiwan under the Republic of China (RoC). As evident, the protection of ROC forces by the US-led to a total breakdown in diplomatic ties between the US and China. The relationship was restored following President Nixon's historic visit to Shanghai in 1972. The US wanted to re-establish the relationship with China as a strategy card during the cold war. The US policy in the region was shifting towards the withdrawal of troops from Vietnam. As such, the reinvigoration of ties between Beijing and Washington was strategic to both countries at the time. The relations were normalized under the One China policy understanding. The policy views Taiwan, a self-governing island as a province of China. Previously, the US and West, in general, recognized the RoC as an independent country with a seat at the United Nations Security Council (Clark, 2010).
The US and the West eventually reluctantly accepted One China policy, consequently leaving the question of Taiwan to the Taiwanese people. The US-Taiwan relations are guided by the Taiwan Act of 1972. The US did not, however, relinquish the association to Taiwan and has continually supported the island. As a result, the relationship between China and the West is ambiguous, in consideration of the Taiwan question.  However, the countries work together on matters of interest to all parties (French et al., 2017). The matters include strategic partnerships against terrorism, political stability of the region, and international trade.
In conclusion, the relationship between China and the West is highly dynamic and interest-oriented. Generally, each of the parties has always worked to better their interests in the association. The One China policy has been an issue of contention since the Second World War. In particular, the Taiwan question given the history between the self-governed island and the US has been a core issue. However, the US has managed to maintain an ambiguous relationship with both countries. The century of humiliation ushered the period of economic development and the rise in international superiority.
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